
 

March 3 

Attendance 

 

Article 28: Every child has the right to an education. 

SCHOOL BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 8.45am FOR YR AND 8.50am FOR KS1 & KS2. The learning starts at 9am 

so we need the children in class and settled for then.  

The whole school attendance target is 96%. 

YR: 93.9% 

Y1: 90.4% 

Y2: 97.9% 

Y3: 95.3% 

Y4: 92.2% 



Y5: 97.4% 

Y6: 94.2% 

The overall whole school attendance is 94.3%. 

The Local Authority average for last week was 94.4%. 

Well done to Y2 and Y5  who have achieved our 96% target.  

 

 

Please read our Attendance Guide - the full updated Attendance Policy  can be found on our website. Our 

aim is for every child to be in school every day - with a target of at least 96% attendance. Please note 

that holidays in term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances - we need to receive 

notification (by filling in the form on the website/from the School Office) two weeks prior to their absence.  



 

Our exciting Classopoly attendance game will be starting on Monday - all classes from YR to Y6 will get to 

move around the board if the attendance is 95% - one roll of the dice/ 96% - two rolls of the dice. There 

are different class prizes to be won! 

 



 

Spring Term Achievers 

 

Every week the staff look out for those children who are just that little bit extra special in the current 

week to award them one of our Achievers Certificates. It might be for lots of effort, fantastic 

presentation, super learning behaviour, lovely manners, being extra helpful or just that bit more 

determined than the others to finish their work accurately. They might just be an outstanding all-rounder. 

Congratulations to this week's achievers :)  



This week's winners: 

YR: Kodah and Theo C 

Y1: Belle and Willow 

Y2: Mia and Ivy 

Y3: Alfie and Mia 

Y4: Wyatt and Phoebe J 

Y5: Miss. Hope's swimming group and Kian 

Y6: Lili Sk and Andrew  

 



Reading Superstars 

 

Well done to our book winners this week - reading AT LEAST 3 times a week at home. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Headteacher's Awards 

 

I will be awarding children across the school with a special certificate in our Celebration Assembly on a 

Monday who have demonstrated our school's I CAN values - Inspire, Challenge, Achieve, Nurture. This 

week the following children received the awards: 

Inspire  - Milly (Y1) for inspiring others by being a great role model. 

Challenge - Garry (Y2) for challenging himself with his 2 x tables. 

Achieve - Yaqub (Y2) for super spellings in his phonics lessons.  

Nurture - Millie (YN) for her kindness to her friends.  



Updates from our Pupil Leadership groups 

 

Our Sports Ambassadors have planned the after school clubs for next half term - see details below.  



Picture News  

 

 

As a gold Rights-Respecting School, our children discuss different issues each week using Picture News. 

This week's Picture News was all about the following question: What is the best way to handle 

disappointment? 



 

 

 



 

PE Reminders 

 

The children can come to school on their PE days in their PE kit: white t-shirt, red shorts, trainers. They 

can also wear their school jumper or cardigan when needed.  

PE days 



YN: Friday 

YR: Tuesday 

Y1: Monday and Wednesday 

Y2: Monday and Wednesday 

Y3: Wednesday and Thursday 

Y4: Wednesday and Friday 

Y5: Tuesday  - they will also be going swimming on Monday this term 

Y6: Tuesday and Thursday  

We have had a number of child wearing their own clothes on PE days - please ensure they are wearing 

the correct clothing - thank you.  



Winning Team  

 

The winning team this week are the Griffin team.  

Music opportunities  

 



Jewellery 

Please can you make sure that your child does not come to school wearing earrings, bracelets or 

necklaces. Thank you! 

Earrings 

Earrings are not permitted. If your child has recently had their ears pierced and cannot take them out, 

they are to wear plastic replacements (we have some in school).  

Uniforms 

 



We have noticed that a number of children are wearing tracksuit bottoms when it is not their PE day. 

Please can you make sure that all children are wearing the correct school uniform each day - no sports 

wear except on PE days. This includes trainers - black only as per the School Uniform Policy.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

 

Monday 19th February - Monday 25th March  - Y4 and Y5 Hummingbird Project (in school) 

Tuesday 19th March - Y5 visit to St. John's Church for 'The Easter Journey'  

Thursday 28th March (please note the change of date) - Intra-sports competition (PE kits for ALL 

classes) 



Thursday 28th March - Schools closes for the end of Spring Term. 

Monday 15th April - School re-opens for the start of Summer Term 

                     We will also be having several Easter events - please see below. 

Easter events 

 

Our Student Council and PTA have organised a number of events: 

Monday 18th March - Thursday 28th March  

Easter raffle tickets on sale - class prizes 

Friday 22nd March 



Own Clothes Day - donations of Easter eggs please! 

Wednesday 27th March  

9.15 am: YN and YR Easter Bonnet Parade 

KS1/2 Easter craft afternoon - a separate letter has been sent out (see below) 

Doors open at 5.30 pm - eyes down at 6 pm: Easter Bingo 

 

All children taking part in the activities are to be collected from the playground at the usual home time.  



Book Fair 

 

Scholastic Books Fair will be running after school from Thursday 21st March until Wednesday 27th 

March. Come along and buy a book - all funds raised are used to choose additional reading materials for 

school. 

 



Class assemblies 

 

Come along and see your child's class assembly and find out what they have been learning: 

 

Y1 - The Seasons - Wednesday 22nd May at 2.30 pm 



Y2 - Musical showcase - Tuesday 9th July -  time TBC 

Y4 - The Ancient Egyptians - Wednesday 22nd May at 9.15 am 

Y5 - Ancient Greece - date TBC in July  

Y6 - Summer production - date TBC 

Phonics meeting for Y1 parents/carers 

 

Mrs. Reid will be leading a meeting about preparing your Y1 child for the phonics screening test which 

takes place in June. The meeting will take place on Thursday 18th April at 3:30 pm in the Y2 classroom. 

Please let us know if you can make it: https://forms.office.com/e/wtvHPrsiXA  

https://forms.office.com/e/wtvHPrsiXA


Home learning  

 

Thank you to all families who are supporting their children with their home learning activities and 

reading - it really does make a big difference to their achievement in school. 

Miss. Evans is running a home learning club at break time on a Thursday for children in KS2 to complete 

theirs if they haven't done so at home.  



School dinners 

 

Thank you to our Catering team who served some example dishes from our Winter menu during Parents' 

Evening on Tuesday and Thursday. They had many positive comments about the food. We to are very 

pleased to say that they have just had a visit from Food Standards Agency and have been awarded 5 

stars again! 



 

 

TT Rockstars 

 

Well done to those children who are regularly using TT Rockstars!! Miss. Evans will be awarding one prize 

per class for the most improved score (the most coins earned)  between now and the end of term. 



After school activities  

 

Mondays (3.20-4.20 pm) - Dance (Y1/2) 

Tuesdays (3.20-4.20 pm) - Tag Ruby (Y5/6) 

Wednesdays (3.20-4.20 pm) - Handball (Y3/4) 

Thursdays (3.20-4.20 pm) - Multi sports (YN/R) 

Friday - (3.20-4.30 pm) - Brass Band - Mr. Chadwick (KS2) 



Please pay for all clubs on School Money - £12.50 per half term.  

Y5 swimmimng 

Monday 25th March will be the last swimming session for Y5. During this lesson, the children will be 

developing their water safety and rescue skills. They are still to wear their usual  swimming kit but will 

need to bring a t-shirt and shorts with them to wear in the pool. 

Online Safety  

Please see https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/young-people/resources-for-3-11s for 

support at home with online safety. 

 

PATHS - quote of the month 

Using PATHS (Promoting Alternate Thinking Strategies) across school is helping to teach our children 

about their feelings and how to manage them.  This month the focus is about achieving our goals.  

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/young-people/resources-for-3-11s


 

Year 2 have linked this week's Picture News to their PATHs learning. 

 

Polite reminders 

 



Just a reminder that children under the age of 16 cannot pick up children from school or ASC. If it is a 

different adult than usual picking your child up from school, please can you let school know.  

If your child requires medication to be administered it must be handed in and the office by an adult and a 

slip completed. Children should not have it stored in their bag or bring it into class. This is so that we can 

ensure it is stored and administered safely.   

Thank you. 

Operation Encompass 

 



 

 



Community events  

 

 

1 - https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/HAF-Easter  

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/HAF-Easter


 

Easter holiday club: https://superstars.classforkids.io/camp/722  

 

https://superstars.classforkids.io/camp/722


Science competition 

 

As part of British Science week, Mr. Leather has launched a competition - see the poster. He has talked to 

the children about different ideas in assembly - use the following website to find a wide range of different 

Scientists https://pstt.org.uk/unique-resources/a-scientist-just-like-me/ 

 

https://pstt.org.uk/unique-resources/a-scientist-just-like-me/


Parents' Evening 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to meet with their child's class teacher this week - it really does make 

such a difference to school to know we have had the opportunity to discuss your child's progress.  



Comic Relief  

 

Thank you to everyone who bought a red nose last Friday. We sold £278 worth of noses - all profits will 

go to Comic Relief.  

Business for Youth 

 

Thank you to the volunteers from Business for Youth who have been in today. They have have worked 

with members of the local police team to distribute Easter eggs - the children will bring them home on 

Thursday.  



 

 



Intra-sports competition 

 

Congratulations to last half term's winners - Y4 - who scored the most points in the fitness challenges. 



This half term's competition is Handball. Mr. Leather will be running this throughout the day on Thursday 

28th March with all children from YN to Y6 being involved. PE kits to be worn please.  

Nursery places  

 

We have Nursery places available for September 2024 - please spread the word! Visits to school can be 

arranged by contacting Mrs. O'Brien in the office. We are also able to offer Breakfast and After School 

Club provision.  



https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/nurseryadmissions  

 

Maintained nursery units/schools 

The local authority processes applications for maintained nursery units/schools in St Helens. A 

maintained nursery is managed by a governing body and is usually on the site of a primary school. 

If you wish to apply for a Private, Voluntary, or Independent Playgroup/Nursery, or a neighbouring 

local authority's nursery, you need to contact them directly. 

Your child can access 15 hours' free nursery care each week for 38 weeks each year the term after their 

third birthday. In maintained nurseries these hours are normally divided up into morning or afternoon 

sessions on five days per week. The school will contact you with details of the session times for your child 

after a place has been allocated by the local authority. 

Some primary schools offer two-year-olds places; please check with the school you are interested in. 

30 hours' funded childcare 

Some working parents are eligible for up to 30 hours of funded childcare/early education per week (for 

three to four-year-olds). You can check whether you are eligible for 30 hours' free childcare via 

the Childcare Choices website. 

You should contact your preferred nursery to find out if they will be offering 30-hour places and whether 

there is any availability. 

Applying for January, April and September nursery admission 

You can apply for admission the term after your child's third birthday. If your child was born on or 

between: 

• 1 September and 31 December, you can apply for January admission. 

• 1 January and 31 March, you can apply for April admission. 

• 1 April and 31 August, you can apply for September admission. 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/nurseryadmissions
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


And finally... 

 

A BIG thank you to Abdullah, Yaqub and Mikaeel's mum who has sent in a variety of different food dishes 

for the staff as part of her family's Ramadan celebrations. Ramadan Mubarak to all our families who are 

celebrating.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs. Roberts  
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